
 

1851 Heritage Lane, Suite 150,  
Sacramento, CA  95815 

April 8, 2013 

To:  Assemblyman Conway 

         OPPOSE AB 1264 

Re: AB 1264 School safety plans: tactical response 
 

Honorable Assemblyman Conway: 

NAMI California, the state affiliate of the National Alliance on Mental Illness, strongly opposes AB 1264 as 

written and has suggestions for what we believe would be beneficial changes. 

AB 1264 calls for a comprehensive school safety plan to include development under provision (K) of 

“Protocol for teachers to provide notification of a pupil identified as having a potential mental 

health issue that is likely to result in violence or harm to the pupil or others.” 

While school safety is a goal we all support, we find that provision (K), as written, is unclear in its intent, 

and that implementation may harm pupils.  The wording of the provision expresses stigma for pupils who 

may be experiencing mental health issues by implying an unfounded link between mental illness and 

violence. In fact, pupils with such problems are more frequently targets of abuse by other students. 

Selecting out a pupil who might be experiencing a mental health issue does not adequately address pupil 

safety and does not help the student.  The bill is stigmatizing in that it does not address other types of 

person-on-person harm that affect pupil safety even more frequently, such as bullying and sexual assault.   

Provision (K) places a difficult duty on teachers with vague standards for carrying out that duty.  Even 

psychiatrists, those professionals with the most training in identifying children and other individuals with 

mental health problems, state that it is often not possible to know if a pupil’s mental health issue is likely 

to result in violence or harm to the pupil or others.  NAMI California’s experience in presenting its mental 

illness awareness program, Parents and Teachers as Allies, to school personnel is that most teachers 

have not received appropriate training about serious mental illnesses and have minimal knowledge about 

them. 

 

The present wording of provision (K) is unclear on who is to be notified and how.  It does not address 

what happens to a pupil so identified nor who would be responsible to take action.  A student perceived to 

be having a mental health problem should be supported and helped, not singled out in stigmatizing ways. 

 

We suggest that provision (K) be deleted from the bill in its present form and replaced with a requirement 

for establishing a procedure for reporting and follow up on concerns about dangers in the school.  Such a 

procedure/protocol should provide a path for students and adults, parents, teachers and other personnel 

to report safety, health, and other social concerns with potential to harm pupils.  The protocol should 

include concern about bullying, sexual assault, not single out mental health.   

 

Any reporting protocol should include a duty and protocol for school personnel to evaluate and follow up 

on reports about school safety concerns.  The fact is that there have been many failures by school 

personnel to follow up on problems that have been reported.  

 



 

 

NAMI California suggests the following positive actions to protect students, perhaps in other legislation: 

* Health screening programs for physical and mental health of pupils by qualified personnel, 

* Protocols for referrals to mental health professionals or law enforcement for affected pupils and families,   

* Education of teachers and other school personnel in their duty to report their concerns about possible 

dangers to pupils, 

* Education of pupils, teachers, and school personnel about mental health, bullying, and sexual assault. 

 

NAMI California supports Senator Padilla’s bill SB 330 to require age appropriate education of K-12 pupils 

in public schools on mental health as a positive step toward better mental health and a helpful school 

environment.   

 

NAMI California is the State’s grassroots voice on mental illness.  Our 19,000 members and 71 affiliates 

include many people with serious mental illness, their families and supporters.  NAMI advocates on their 

behalf, providing education and support to its members and the broader community.   

  

Thank you for reviewing NAMI California’s opposition to SB1264.  We request that you reconsider 
provision (K) in your proposed legislation.  We would be pleased to consult further with your office on this 
matter. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS 
Executive Director, NAMI California  


