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April 7
th

, 2014 

The Honorable Sharon Quirk-Silva  

State Capitol, Room 5175 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: SUPPORT FOR AB 1733—PUBLIC RECORDS: FEE WAIVER.  

 

Dear Assemblymember Quirk-Silva:  

 

NAMI California is pleased to support AB 1733, which allows people 

experiencing homelessness a fee waiver when attempting to obtain a copy of 

their birth certificate or identification card.  

 

NAMI California is the State’s organization of the country’s largest mental 

health advocacy organization, the National Alliance on Mental Illness. Our 

19,000 members and 67 affiliates include many people living with serious 

mental illnesses, their families and supporters. NAMI California advocates 

on their behalf, providing education and support to its members and the 

broader community. 

Many people experiencing homelessness rely on access to government 

programs and social services to obtain housing, employment, nutrition and 

other public benefits program. Most federal and state programs providing 

these services require identity verification. The unintended consequence of 

requiring proof of identity and legal presence as a condition for eligibility 

into public benefits programs has been that it can have the effect of denying 

access to the very people the programs are designed to help. 

 

AB 1733 will allow a person experiencing homelessness to submit an 

affidavit of homelessness and financial need with an application for vital 

records or a state identification card. Providing a process which these fees 

can be waived will reduce long-term reliance on emergency services and 

move people into programs that provide a permanent solution to 

homelessness. 
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NAMI California is the State’s organization of the country’s largest mental health advocacy organization, 

the National Alliance on Mental Illness. Our 19,000 members and 67 affiliates include many people living 

with serious mental illnesses, their families and supporters. NAMI California advocates on their behalf, 

providing education and support to its members and the broader community. 

NAMI California supports AB 1733 because it helps people experiencing homelessness receive important 

documents that help them gain access to government programs and social services.   

Thank you for your leadership and we urge your colleagues in the Legislature and Governor Brown to 

enact AB 1733.

Sincerely, 

 

Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS                                                                                                                                                                  

Executive Director                                                                                                                                                                      

NAMI California

 

Caliph Assagai, J.D.                                                                                                                                                                

Director of Legislation and Public Policy                                                                                                                                 

NAMI California 

 


