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April 7
th
, 2014 

 

The Honorable Ed Chau 

California State Assembly, 49
th
 District 

State Capitol, Room 6011 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: SUPPORT FOR AB 1929--CALIFORNIA HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY: 

MHSA FUNDING: SPECIAL NEEDS HOUSING FOR PERSON WITH 

MENTAL ILLNESS 
 

Dear Assemblymember Chau: 

 

NAMI California is pleased to support AB 1929, which would allow county mental 

health departments and the California Housing Finance Agency (CalHFA) to 

continue partnering in the development of permanent supportive housing for 

homeless people with mental illness. 

Specifically, this bill authorizes counties to deposit their Mental Health Services 

Act (MHSA) funds with CalHFA. In turn, CalHFA would be authorized to charge a 

fee, paid from a county's MHSA funds, to cover the cost of providing technical 

assistance. Because this bill is codifying existing practice and clarifying existing 

law, we believe it is a common sense measure that will allow smaller counties to 

continue working to provide housing to this vulnerable population.  

Individuals with serious mental illnesses need a wide array of options for 

permanent, decent, and affordable housing, based on an individual’s needs and 

choices. These options may include group homes and independent living in 

apartments or houses. NAMI California reinforces and encourages living in the 

community whenever that option is available and suitable to a consumer's needs 

and choices. Funding mechanisms should support consumer choice. 

 
Supportive housing has proven to be an effective strategy for reducing 

homelessness among those with mental illness. At any given moment more 

than 133,000 Californians are homeless. Of these Californians, roughly 33,800—or 

25% —are considered chronically homeless. According to researchers, at least one-

third of chronically homeless people are mentally ill. 
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County mental health departments have discretion to dedicate additional MHSA funding toward housing. As a 

result of partnering with CalHFA, many counties have created permanent supportive housing units for homeless 

people with mental illness. If counties are to continue utilizing CalHFA’s assistance in the development of 

supportive housing, then there needs to be procedural clarification in current law. 

 

NAMI California is the state’s organization of the country’s largest mental health advocacy organization, the 

National Alliance on Mental Illness. Our 19,000 members and 67 affiliates include many people living with serious 

mental illnesses, their families and supporters. NAMI California advocates on their behalf, providing education and 

support to its members and the broader community.  

 

We believe it is imperative to empower counties to make the best use of their MHSA housing funds by partnering 

with CalHFA for technical assistance in order to provide housing to this needy population by passing this common 

sense measure.  

 

Thank you for introducing this important piece of legislation.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS 

Executive Director 

NAMI California  

 

 
Caliph Assagai, J.D.  

Director of Legislation 

and Public Policy 

NAMI California 

 
   


