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March 14
th
, 2014 

 

Honorable Marc Levine 

California State Assembly, 10
th
 District 

State Capitol Room 2137 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: SUPPORT FOR AB 2098—DEATH PENALTY SENTENCE: MITIGATING 

CIRCUMSTANCES. 

 

Dear Assemblymember Levine: 

 

NAMI California is pleased to support AB 2098, which would include status as a 

member of the military or veteran suffering from substance abuse or mental health 

problems as a result of service as a mitigating factor in sentencing for capital 

offenses.  

 

NAMI California opposes the death penalty for persons with serious mental 

illnesses. We urge jurisdictions that impose capital punishment not to execute 

persons with mental disabilities if they have a persistent mental disability, with 

onset before the offense, characterized by significant limitations in both intellectual 

functioning and adaptive behavior as expressed in their conceptual, social, and 

practical adaptive skills; if, at the time of their offense, they had a severe mental 

disorder or disability that significantly impaired their capacity to appreciate the 

nature, consequences or wrongfulness of their conduct, to exercise rational 

judgment in relation to conduct, or to conform their conduct to the requirements of 

the law. 

 

Veterans are a priority population for NAMI California, and we encourage 

adequate access to mental health services for this population in order to ensure a 

success transition into civilian society. They deserve the same level of treatment as 

anyone else living with a serious mental illness. Unfortunately, far too often 

veterans’ mental health issues are left untreated or improperly treated. In some 

instances this leads to tragedy. 

 

When such tragedies do occur, it is incumbent upon our law makers and criminal 

courts to understand the toll war takes on any individuals, and that war may 

produce mental health issues, or exacerbate existing mental illness. It is with this in 

mind that we believe that veterans and military personnel with mental illness or 

substance abuse issues should not be subjected to the death penalty when those 

conditions were a driving factor in their behavior.  
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NAMI California is the State’s organization of the country’s largest mental health advocacy organization, the 

National Alliance on Mental Illness. Our 19,000 members and 67 affiliates include many people living with serious 

mental illnesses, their families and supporters. NAMI California advocates on their behalf, providing education and 

support to its members and the broader community. Our members include individuals living with mental illness 

with previous involvement in the criminal justice system, as well as the families of similarly situated individuals.   

We believe that including service in the military as a mitigating factor in capital cases is a step forward in reducing 

and ultimately eliminating the death penalty for people with serious mental illness. 

 

Thank you for introducing this important piece of legislation.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS 

Executive Director 

NAMI California  

 

 
Caliph Assagai, J.D.  

Director of Legislation and Public Policy 

NAMI California 


