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April 7
th
, 2014 

 

Honorable Mark Stone 

California State Assembly, 29
th
 District 

State Capitol Room 4164 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: SUPPORT FOR AB 2308--CALIFORNIA ID CARDS FOR RELEASED 

INMATES 

 

Dear Assemblyman Stone: 

 

NAMI California supports AB 2308, which requires that a California ID card be 

issued to all inmates released from state prison. Inmates leaving prison without a 

valid state-issued identification (ID) card are at a distinct disadvantage in their 

effort to reintegrate into the community post-incarceration.  

 

Under existing law, inmate are released from state prison without any official state 

identification other than a prison discharge slip or a Department of Corrections and 

Rehabilitation (CDCR) inmate card, neither of which are sufficient to obtain a job, 

a place to live, public benefits including Medi-Cal or Cal Fresh, or other necessities 

in the community. Moreover, the process of obtaining important documents such as 

birth certificates, social security cards, and state ID cards, especially for those 

individuals who have been incarcerated for many years, can be daunting. Failure to 

do so quickly can doom their chances of successfully reintegrating into the 

community and ultimately make it more difficult for them to avoid recidivating.  

 

While some individuals enter prison with current state-issued IDs, regular ID cards 

issued by the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) expire after 6 years and senior 

ID cards expire after 10 years. The process and cost to apply for or renew a DMV 

ID card is an unnecessary hurdle for people recently released from prison who 

often have no assets or means of traveling to a DMV office. 

 

This legislation would expand and simplify the Cal-ID program, a partnership 

between CDCR and the DMV administered at 13 Reentry Hubs that issue 

California ID cards to eligible prisoners scheduled for release within 120-210 days 

from the Reentry Hubs, given certain eligibility requirements are met. However, 

this program does not have adequate reach to ensure that all inmates receive an ID. 

First, there are 13 re-entry hubs—with only four functioning, while California has 

37 correctional facilities. Further, the inmates must resemble their most recent 

photo used for a California ID issued within the last 10 years, as the DMV does not 

take new pictures. They must also be screened by both the California Static Risk 

Assessment (CSRA) and the Correctional Offender Management Profiling  
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Alternative Sanctions (COMPAS) in order to access re-entry hubs, among other requirements.  Due to the many 

classifications and limitations on who is able to transfer to a Reentry Hub and who is eligible to apply for an ID 

under the Cal-ID program, few inmates released from CDCR leave with a valid state ID card.  

 

AB 2308 requires CDCR to ensure that all inmates released from state prisons have a valid California ID card. This 

is critically important for inmates living with mental illness who experience a higher rate of homelessness and may 

require enrollment in treatment and social services programs immediately upon release to reach self-sufficiency. 

 

NAMI California is the State’s organization of the country’s largest mental health advocacy organization, the 

National Alliance on Mental Illness. Our 19,000 members and 67 affiliates include many people living with serious 

mental illnesses, their families and supporters. NAMI California advocates on their behalf, providing education and 

support to its members and the broader community.   

Thank you for introducing this important piece of legislation.  

Sincerely, 

 

Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS                                                                                                                                         

Executive Director                                                                                                                                                                   

NAMI California  

 

Caliph Assagai, J.D.                                                                                                                                                             

Director of Legislation and Public Policy                                                                                                                                  

NAMI California 

 


