
 

1851 Heritage Lane, Suite 150,  
Sacramento, CA  95815 

March 19, 2013 
 
Honorable Assemblyman Marc Levine 
Capitol Building, Room 2137 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

RE: AB 961 (Levine)       SUPPORT 
Health facilities: investigations: public disclosure. 
        
NAMI California, the state organization of the National Alliance on Mental Illness, supports passage of 

AB 961 because it will improve client health and safety in long-term care facilities that serve our 

constituents. 

NAMI California supports passage of AB 961 because it requires the Department of Public Health (DPH) 

to prioritize investigations of abuse and neglect in state psychiatric hospitals and long-term care facilities 

serving people with mental and developmental disabilities and to report its actions.  It requires DPH to 

meet timelines for investigations, citations, requirements for corrective action, and public reporting.    

NAMI California is the State’s grassroots voice on mental illness.  Our 19,000 members include many 

people with serious mental illness, their families and supporters.  NAMI advocates on their behalf, 

providing education and support to its members and the broader community.   

Many of NAMI California’s constituents have direct experience with state psychiatric hospitals and other 

long-term care facilities, as residents and as family members of residents.  Our members want our 

constituents and loved ones safe when they are in care facilities and they want to know when standards 

of care are not being met.  

DPH and the Department of Social Services do not currently make citations of facilities and their own 

reports public, citing client confidentiality concerns.  NAMI California supports AB 961’s requirements 

for publication of Department reports and surveys for facilities of 16 beds or more, while safeguarding 

clients’ privacy by excluding any personally identifiable information of residents.  AB 961 addresses our 

concerns by setting timelines for follow up on citations, increasing reports to the public about incidents 

of abuse and neglect, and requiring DPH to publish reports of its annual compliance, while maintaining 

personal confidentiality.   

NAMI California appreciates Assemblyman Marc Levine for introducing this important bill. 

Sincerely, 

 
Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS 
Executive Director, NAMI California 
 
CC: Michael Miller, Chief of Staff, Assemblyman Levine’s Office 


