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March 14
th
, 2014 

 

The Honorable Darrell Steinberg 

President Pro Tempore 

California State Senate, 6
th
 District 

State Capitol, Room 205 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: SUPPORT FOR SB 1054—MENTALLY ILL OFFENDER CRIME REDUCTION GRANTS 

 

Dear Senator Steinberg: 

 

NAMI California supports SB 1054—Mentally Ill Crime Reduction (MIOCR) Grants, which will create a 

competitive grant program among counties for funds to be used for diversion programs and re-entry services 

for individuals living with mental illness who are criminal justice involved.  

 

NAMI California is the State’s organization of the country’s largest mental health advocacy organization, the 

National Alliance on Mental Illness. Our 19,000 members and 67 affiliates include many people living with 

serious mental illnesses, their families and supporters. NAMI California advocates on their behalf, providing 

education and support to its members and the broader community. Given the substantial connecting between 

a lack of mental health treatment and incarceration, our members include individuals who have interacted 

with the criminal justice system or have family members with a mental illness who are currently or 

previously incarcerated persons.  

NAMI California believes that persons who have committed offenses due to states of mind or behavior 

caused by a serious mental illness do not belong in penal or correctional institutions. Such persons require 

treatment, not punishment. A prison or jail is never an optimal therapeutic setting. NAMI California supports 

a variety of approaches to diverting individuals from unnecessary incarceration into appropriate treatment, 

including pre-booking (police-based) diversion, post-booking (court-based) diversion, alternative sentencing 

programs, and post-adjudication diversion (conditional release). MIOCR grant funds can be used for any of 

the aforementioned diversion programs.  

Restoration of the MIOCR grant program is invaluable in ensuring that persons living with mental illness 

who offend as a result of behavior deriving from that illness are provided with needed treatment in the least 

restrictive setting and the tools and support necessary to reintegrate into society. 

 

Expanding Mental Health Courts is a particularly productive investment, as they’ve demonstrated success in 

ensuring that individuals living with mental illness or substance use disorder get the community and court-

based services they need, providing greater opportunity for successful treatment and ultimately reducing 

recidivism.   

Further, addressing mental health issues in the Juvenile population is critical to long-term reductions in 

prison population and the overall success young people involved with the criminal justice system. 
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Early intervention in the lives of youth can not only prevent them from potential incarceration, but can also 

show them the power of treatment and give them hope that recovery is possible. We are pleased that 50% of 

this potential funding is directed towards California’s most valuable resource—its children 

NAMI California believes that state and local mental health authorities must work closely in conjunction 

with state and local correctional and law enforcement agencies to develop strategies and programs for 

compassionate intervention by law enforcement, jail diversion, treatment of individuals with serious mental 

illnesses who are incarcerated, and discharge planning and community reintegration services for individuals 

with serious mental illnesses released from correctional facilities. 

In this respect, we are pleased with the requirement of collaboration among stakeholders in applying for 

MIOCR grant funding. Specifically, that counties seeking the competitive grants are  required to form 

Strategy Committees comprised of the sheriff or department of corrections director; chief probation officer; 

county mental health director; a superior court judge; local law enforcement, provider agencies and a client 

from a mental health treatment facility.  We are highly supportive of such collaborations, but feel that there 

are additional voices whose inclusion is critical.  

We believe that the voice of a person with lived-experience with mental illness and the criminal justice 

system is most important voice in crafting programs that will help people similarly situated achieve recovery 

and success. Finally, a key factor in the recovery of individuals with mental illness is family involvement. As 

such, the voice of a family member of an individual with mental illness who has had contact with the 

criminal justice system should also be included in the Strategy Committee to offer perspective on the 

challenges and opportunities for families in participating in their loved ones court facilitated recovery.  

We support SB 1054 and hope to work with you to improve this legislation as it moves through the 

legislative process. If this bill passes, we believe that it will help not only mentally ill offenders, but the 

public at-large through reduced prison spending and more productive citizens. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS 

Executive Director 

NAMI California  

 

 
Caliph Assagai, J.D.  

Director of Legislation and Public Policy 

NAMI California 


