
 

1851 Heritage Lane, Suite 150,  
Sacramento, CA  95815 

July 22, 2013 

Honorable Mike Gatto 

Chair, Assembly Appropriations Committee 

California State Capitol, Room 2114 

Sacramento, CA 94249-0017 

       Support SB 364 WIC 5150 Revisions 
RE: Lanterman-Petris-Short Act 
 
NAMI California, the state organization of National Alliance on Mental Illness, is pleased to again support the 
passage of SB 364.  
 
On April 4th, language was added to this bill that NAMI California found to potentially alienate the individual 
from his/her family and others in the client’s support system.  The amendment said that a non-professional 
person who supplied information relevant to the probable cause for a 5150 application should be identified in 
that application.  Further, it stated, “A copy of the application shall be provided to the person being detained.” 

NAMI California urged removal of that language in our letter of June 24th for fear that it would discourage 
caregivers and others from seeking interventions on behalf of an individual who is experiencing a severe mental 
health crisis and add stress during that crisis.  

NAMI California very much appreciates the author’s consideration of our request, his responsiveness, and the 
removal of the concerning language on June 26th. 

NAMI California strongly supports providing consistent standards for protection of the personal rights of persons 
who are subject to involuntary detention and providing those services in the least restrictive setting appropriate 
to the needs of the person. 
 
To facilitate consistent standards, SB 364 authorizes a county health director to develop procedures for the 
county’s designation and training of professionals who will be designated to perform functions relating to the 
72-hour treatment and evaluation.  NAMI California supports designation procedures that are related to training 
rather than just professional license titles. 
 
NAMI California is the State’s grassroots voice on mental illness.  Our 19,000 members and 70 affiliates include 

many people with serious mental illnesses, their families and supporters.  NAMI advocates on their behalf, 

providing education and support to its members and the broader community.   

We urge your support of and vote for SB 364. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS 
Executive Director, NAMI California 
 
cc:  The Honorable Members of the Assembly Appropriations Committee 
 The Honorable Senate President Pro Tempore Darrell Steinberg 
 Diane VanMaren, Health Policy Consultant, Senate President Pro Tem Office 


