
 

1851 Heritage Lane, Suite 150,  
Sacramento, CA  95815 

 

June 10, 2013 

The Honorable Darrell Steinberg 
California State Capitol, Room 205 
Sacramento, CA 95814     

 

Support, If Amended SB 585 (Steinberg) 

Re: Mental Health Services Fund 

NAMI California, the state’s organization of the National Alliance on Mental Illness, appreciates 
the clarification of the Mental Health Services Act (MHSA) contained in SB 585 and supported 
its passage in the Senate Health Committee. 

The MHSA is a long, detailed act.  However, its requirements have been interpreted differently 
in different counties and it is important that it be applied equally in all 58 counties.  SB 585 
puts to rest the argument about whether the mental health services associated with 
implementation of Laura’s Law may be included in counties’ MHSA Plans.  This bill reiterates 

that such services should meet MHSA criteria by being client directed and employing 
psychosocial rehabilitation and recovery principles. 

SB 585 continues to clearly state what funds may be used for Laura’s Law and other mental 

health services:   the Mental Health Subaccount, the Mental Health Equity Subaccount, and 
the Vehicle License Collection Account of the Local Revenue Fund, funds from the Mental 
Health Account and the Behavioral Health Subaccount, within the Support Services Account of 
the Local Revenue Fund 2011, funds from the Mental Health Services Fund, and any other 
funds from which the Controller makes distributions to the counties, for those purposes. 

However, our previous talking point, “SB 585 does not make changes to AB 1421, Laura’s Law 
implementation by counties”, is no longer true after the amendments of May 13th.  We are 
concerned about the lack of transparency and, hence, the lack of community involvement that 
would result from the permission to authorize a county’s implementation of Laura’s Law via 
the budget process.  Many county boards of supervisors make few changes to the budget 
during public hearings because their decisions have already been made, many with minimal 
public input.  Consequently, attendance and media coverage are low. 

NAMI California continues to support the Mental Health Services Act as it is written and would 
like to support this bill’s clarification of the intent of the Act.  We urge an amendment 
requiring a separate hearing regarding Laura’s Law implementation and restoring transparency 
to the process. 

  



 

 

NAMI California is the State’s grassroots voice on mental illness.  Our 19,000 members and 70 
affiliates include many people with serious mental illnesses, their families and supporters.  
NAMI advocates on their behalf, providing education and support to its members and the 
broader community.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS 
Executive Director, NAMI California 
 
Cc: Diane VanMaren, Health Policy Consultant, Office of the Senate President Pro Tem 

  


