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February 14
th
, 2014 

 

The Honorable Leland Y. Yee, Ph.D. 

California State Senate, 8
th
 District 

State Capitol Room 4074 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: SUPPORT FOR SB 596—MULTITIERED INTERVENTIONS  
                                                                                                                                                                    

Dear Senator Yee:  

NAMI California supports SB 596, which creates a pilot program to provide wrap-around support 

services to students through multitiered interventions in low-income schools. 

NAMI California is the state’s organization of the country’s largest mental health advocacy organization, 

the National Alliance on Mental Illness. Our 19,000 members and 67 affiliates include many people 

living with serious mental illnesses, their families and supporters. NAMI California advocates on their 

behalf, providing education and support to its members and the broader community. 

 

Undiagnosed, untreated, and inadequately treated mental illnesses significantly interfere with a student’s 

ability to learn, to grow, and to develop. Because children spend much of their productive time in school 

and services can be integrated into their regular daily routine, NAMI California believes that both public 

and private elementary, middle and high schools should provide and/or facilitate and sustain provision of 

appropriate mental health services, supports, and appropriate accommodations.  

In order to assure that coordination of services can be supported and maintained and that families have 

adequate resources to address their needs, schools should maintain a close connection to the community 

mental health and primary health care systems. We further believe that all students should receive an 

education in the least restrictive setting and in general education classrooms unless their needs can only 

be met, and are better addressed, in a separate or alternative classroom. 

This bill goes a long way in addressing the above issues by creating a collaborative infrastructure among 

schools and county mental health providers, providing an opportunity to demonstrate the savings created 

by improving access to services and supporting student success. By providing these services on campus, 

this bill will help to keep students with mental health issues in their general education classroom with the 

support of their campus and community.  

Specifically, this bill calls for intensive services, such as wraparound, behavioral intervention, or one-on-

one support, that can serve as school-based alternatives to a youth’s placement in a nonpublic school 

setting. It also calls for interventions for students with identified social-emotional, behavioral, and 

academic needs, such as therapeutic group interventions, functional behavioral analysis and plan 

development.  
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If this bill passes, pupils at participating schools living with serious mental illness will be better able to 

access services in school and more likely to stay in their regular class setting. Further, individuals that 

have yet to be diagnosed would benefit from this program that would provide them a school-based 

opportunity to seek mental health care and ultimately begin the process of recovery at an earlier age. 

Intervening at this stage in a pupil’s life will ultimately support long-term prospects for academic success 

and wellness.  

SB 596 is a modest proposal to change the way we provide mental health and support services to our 

children through a pilot-program at four schools with a high percentage of children living in poverty. This 

bill presents the state with an opportunity to show that all kids can succeed with the right support, 

regardless of their income or disability status.  

Thank you for your continued leadership in fighting for the wellness and best interest of California’s 

children. 

Sincerely,  

 

Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS                                                                                                                                              

Executive Director                                                                                                                                                        

NAMI California  

 

Caliph Assagai, J.D.                                                                                                                                                

Director of Legislation and Public Policy                                                                                                                 

NAMI California 

 


