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April 8
th
, 2014 

 

Honorable Carol Liu  

California State Senate, 25
th
 District 

State Capitol Room 5097 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: SB 833—INMATE RELEASE 

 

Dear Senator Liu: 

 

NAMI California is pleased to support SB 833, which would create a voluntary 

program allowing inmates to remain in custody until services are available upon 

release. We are particularly encouraged by the impacts this legislation will have on 

individuals living with mental illness who require post-release treatment.  

 

NAMI California is the state’s organization of the country’s largest mental health 

advocacy organization, the National Alliance on Mental Illness. Our 19,000 

members and 67 affiliates include many people living with serious mental illnesses, 

their families and supporters. NAMI California advocates on their behalf, 

providing education and support to its members and the broader community. Given 

the substantial and unfortunate connection between inadequate access to mental 

health treatment and incarceration, our members include individuals who have 

interacted with the criminal justice system or have family members with a mental 

illness who are currently or previously incarcerated persons.  

 

This bill will let an inmate in a county jail delay their release voluntarily to make 

sure they have safe travel or transfer arrangements to a substance abuse treatment 

center, homeless shelter, reentry housing or other facilities.  

 

County jails in California regularly release inmates at night, often because state law 

requires they be let out before midnight on the last day of their sentence, when a 

court order requires release, if charges are dismissed, or other circumstances. 

 

Many inmates are discharged to reentry centers for substance abuse treatment, 

transitional housing or other services. However, most of these centers do not have 

transportation services available at night or cannot admit clients during nighttime 

hours. Public transportation can be limited or nonexistent at night in some areas. 

 

Some inmates are left onto the streets until morning, which can put them at risk. 

Individuals with mental illness are at a particularly high risk as a result of this 

practice, especially given that they are released without medication or immediate 

access to medications. The first 72-hours after release are the most critical 
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in determining the success of released inmates. Individuals with mental illnesses must have timely access to 

treatments, and under current law it is possible for inmates to be released with no access to medication whatsoever 

for those first critical post-release hours. A crisis in the first few hours can lead to a return to jail. It’s crucial that the 

state do all it can to prevent this outcome.  

 

 

This bill would let a County Sheriff offer a voluntary program for the inmate to remain in custody for 16 hours or 

until normal business hours resume the next day, so the inmate can be discharged, transported and admitted directly 

to a treatment center or other facility. 

 

This voluntary custody will apply only if a County Sheriff decides to offer the option. The inmate must meet 

specified requirements. 

 

We also recognize the need for improved discharge planning and policies that provide mentally ill inmates with a 

supply of medication upon release regardless of the time of day. We believe this bill is a large step in the right 

direction by giving individuals the option of remaining in custody until the conditions of release are optimal. 

 

We thank you for taking on this important issue and promoting discussion about how we can better ensure a smooth 

transition from incarceration to community-based treatment for individuals living with mental illness.  

  

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS 

Executive Director 

NAMI California  

 

 
Caliph Assagai, J.D.  

Director of Legislation and Public Policy 

NAMI California 


