
 
 

March 8, 2016 

 

Senator Mark Leno 

Chair, Senate Budget Committee 

State Capitol, Room 5100 

Sacramento, CA 95816 

 

 

 

 

Assemblymember Shirley Weber 

Chair, Assembly Budget Committee 

State Capitol, Room 6026 

Sacramento, CA 95816

RE: Budget Item 5227-102-0001 – Frontline Law Enforcement Outreach (SUPPORT) 

 

Dear Senator Leno and Assemblymember Weber: 

 

On behalf of the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) California, we are pleased to 

support the $20 million allocated in this year’s budget to increase positive outcomes between city 

police and high-risk populations including homeless individuals, persons with mental health 

needs, and at-risk youth. 

 

When someone experiences a psychiatric crisis, often police are the first to respond, and jails and 

prisons are far too often the recipients of individuals who need mental health treatment services. 

According to the State Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, 24% of the total state 

prison population has a mental illness. According to national statistics, of these, about 72% are 

expected to have co-occurring substance abuse disorder.
1
 By comparison, about 6% of the 

general population has a serious mental illness.
2
 

However, there are several proven models of law enforcement outreach or diversion for 

individuals living with mental illness. Training is now being offered across the state for law 

enforcement to recognize the signs and symptoms of mental illness, de-escalate a situation, and 

refer individuals to mental health treatment when necessary and appropriate. Additionally, some 

cities and counties have developed teams of both law enforcement and mental health clinicians 

which respond to situations that may involve mental illness. These teams utilize both mental 

health and law enforcement resources to produce positive outcomes for the individual needing 

services.  

Training for law enforcement and partnerships between law enforcement, mental health 

providers, family members and consumers aims to divert individuals living with mental illness 

away from the criminal justice system and into appropriate treatment and support services. These 
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programs have shown efficacy in both large and small communities. In San Diego County, the 

Sheriff’s Department and all police departments participate in the Psychiatric Emergency 

Response Team (PERT). Through PERT, officers receive training and are accompanied to 

mental health calls by mental health clinicians. Similarly, in Yolo County, several municipal 

police departments - including those in Winters, Davis, Woodland and West Sacramento – are 

partnering with mental health clinicians to respond to calls, after receiving crisis intervention 

training.  

These programs rest on partnerships between law enforcement and community-based mental 

health resources, including family members and mental health consumers. In a recent survey of 

NAMI affiliates in California, 73% reported providing training to local law enforcement 

agencies regarding the lived experience of families and individuals living with serious mental 

illness. These partnerships also provide law enforcement with referral resources for individuals 

they encounter who may be appropriately served with mental health programs. The Bay Area 

Rapid Transit Agency (BART) Police Department and the California Highway Patrol (CHP) are 

demonstrating the impacts of these partnerships throughout the state by their commitments to 

providing crisis intervention training for their officers and building relationships with behavioral 

health departments and community based organizations to expand diversion options. 

Increased funding support to programs such as those highlighted above can expand the training 

offered to officers who may participate in teams with mental health professionals, and support 

the necessary partnerships between law enforcement, county behavioral health departments, 

family members and mental health consumers. Additionally, it is important to document the 

outcomes of law enforcement interactions with individuals living with mental illness, and 

increase funding may allow police departments to do so with greater consistency.  

Compassionate policing, wraparound services, and long term partnerships are all necessary in 

improving the outcomes of law enforcement interactions with individuals living with mental 

illness and their family members. By increasing funding to the programs outlined above, 

California’s municipal police departments can better achieve these goals. For these reasons, we 

are pleased to support this allocation. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Kiran Savage-Sangwan at Kiran@namica.org or 916-

567-0163. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS 

Executive Director 

NAMI California 
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