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May 24, 2016 

Senate President Pro Tempore Kevin de León 

State Capitol, Room 215 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

 

The Honorable Mark Leno 

Chair, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review 

Committee 

State Capitol, Room 5019 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: “No Place Like Home” Mental Health Services Act Housing Bond Proposal 

Dear Senator Pro Tem de León and Senator Leno: 

The National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) of California represents individuals living with mental 

illness and their families through our 62 affiliates throughout the state. We provide education and 

support programs for mental health consumers and family members, and work closely with county 

behavioral health departments to ensure that local mental health services meet the needs of California’s 

diverse communities.  

Housing is a significant need facing mental health consumers and families in every part of the state, and 

NAMI California appreciates your leadership on this issue. We respectfully offer the following 

recommendations for the Senate’s “No Place Like Home” housing initiative: 

 Proposition 63, the Mental Health Services Act, defines eligibility for services in §5600.3(a) and 

§5600.3(b) of the Welfare and Institutions Code. In order to fulfill the voter mandate and most 

effectively serve those individuals living with serious mental illness, these eligibility definitions 

for both adults and children should be applied to the housing program funded by Proposition 63 

revenues.  

 “Homelessness” for the purpose of eligibility for housing and designing outreach and 

engagement strategies, should include “at risk of homelessness”. Individuals living with mental 

illness who are at risk of homelessness include:  

o individuals who are being discharged from hospital emergency departments, inpatient 

psychiatric hospitals, and long-term hospital placements;  

o individuals who are being released from jails; 

o families with children living with serious emotional disturbance; 

o youth who are exiting the child welfare system. 

 The grant process for distributing housing funds should be informed by stakeholders, including 

an advisory body which meets the intent of the Mental Health Services Act. Welfare and 

Institutions Code §5845(a) outlines the required composition of the Mental Health Services 

Oversight and Accountability Commission. It includes, among others, “two persons with a severe 

mental illness, a family member of an adult or senior with a severe mental illness, a family 

member of a child who has or has had a severe mental illness”. Additionally, Welfare and 
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Institutions Code §5848(a) requires each county to develop its three-year Mental Health 

Services Act program and expenditure plan and update “with local stakeholders including adults 

and seniors with severe mental illness, families of children, adults and seniors with severe mental 

illness, providers of services, law enforcement agencies, education, social services agencies, 

veterans, representatives from veterans organizations, providers of alcohol and drug services, 

health care organizations, and other important interests”. Stakeholder processes that include 

mental health consumers and family members as key contributors should be maintained at both 

the state and local level.  

 A recent survey of counties conducted by NAMI California found that at least 146 programs are 

currently funded by the Mental Health Services Act to provide housing assistance. Some of the 

programs are housing developments, and others offer housing search assistance, outreach 

teams, subsidies, and master leasing. Flexibility should be provided in the housing program so 

that counties and stakeholders can design programs that meet the needs of local communities.  

NAMI California appreciates the Senate’s leadership in finding solutions to the housing challenges faced 

by individuals living with mental illness. We look forward to working with you on the “No Place Like 

Home” initiative. We can be reached with any questions or comments at 916-567-0163 or 

Kiran@namica.org. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS 

Executive Director 

NAMI California 

 

CC: Members, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee 

Members, Assembly Budget Committee 

Honorable Phil Ting, Chair, Assembly Budget Committee 

Craig Cornett, Office of the Senate Pro Tempore 

Agnes Lee, Office of the Assembly Speaker 

Teresa Calvert, Department of Finance 

Donna Campbell, Graciela Castillo-Krings, Office of the Governor 

Kirsten Barlow, County Behavioral Health Directors Association 

Farrah McDaid-Ting, California State Association of Counties 

Jonathan Feldman, California Police Chiefs Association 

Toby Ewing, Mental Health Services Oversight and Accountability Commission 
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