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June 1, 2016 

 

Senator Mark Leno 

Chair, Senate Budget Committee 

State Capitol, Room 5100 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

 

 

 

Assemblymember Phil Ting 

Chair, Assembly Budget Committee 

State Capitol, Room 6026 

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Support for SSI/SSP Grant Increases and Outreach for Enrollment 

 

Dear Senator Leno and Assemblymember Ting: 

 

On behalf of the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) California, we write to support the 

Senate proposal to provide $44 million to increase SSI/SSP grants by $10 per month effective 

January 1, 2017. We also support the proposal to provide $50 million on a one-time basis to fund a 

SSI Disability Advocacy Program. 

 

Approximately 1.3 million Californians currently depend on SSI/SSP cash assistance, 71% of whom are 

disabled. Since 2010, the Social Security Administration (SSA) has reported that mental illness is the 

primary reason individuals receive benefits.  

 

This year, the total maximum SSI/SSP grant for an individual in California is $889, which is 90.6% of 

the Federal Poverty Line (FPL). Since 2007-2008, the 1 million Californians who rely on SSI/SSP have 

been placed into poverty by the suspended cost-of-living adjustment and lack of increases to the grant. 

The $10 per month increase is long overdue, and we commend the Senate for taking this action. We urge 

support for this measure.  

 

In order to qualify for SSI/SSP, individuals who are disabled must apply to the SSA and prove their 

disability through a complicated and lengthy process. For individuals who are disabled by their mental 

illness, the process can be particularly difficult. The difficulties are demonstrated in the 29% approval 

rate for initial applications. The $50 million one-time funding for application outreach and assistance 

will help to ensure that those individuals who are eligible for benefits are able to receive such benefits. 

 

Thank you very much for your consideration. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Kiran@namica.org or 916-567-0163. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS 

Executive Director 

NAMI California 

 

CC: Honorable Members, Budget Conference Committee 
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