
 
 

May 25, 2016 

The Honorable Lorena Gonzalez 
Chair, Assembly Appropriations Committee 
State Capitol, Room 2114 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

AB 1644 (Bonta): Children’s Early Mental Health Intervention and Prevention Program: SUPPORT 

Dear Chairwoman Gonzalez: 

NAMI California is pleased to support AB 1644.  

NAMI California is California’s organization of the country’s largest mental health advocacy organization, 

the National Alliance on Mental Illness. Our 19,000 members and 62 affiliates include people living with 

serious mental illnesses, their families and supporters. NAMI California advocates on their behalf, 

providing education and support to its members and the broader community.  

Almost half of all cases of mental illness begin by age 141, but only 20% of children with a diagnosable 

mental illness are identified and receive treatment and services each year.2 The opportunity to change 

the course of an illness by providing prevention and early intervention services to children is clear.  

The gap between the need and the services delivered varies dramatically by race, with Asian and Latino 

children the least likely to have had a mental health visit.  However, prevention and early intervention 

services are effective for improving timely access for historically underserved populations.  

Despite past investments in prevention and early intervention, including 20% of Mental Health Services 

Act (MHSA) funds, these programs are not available to all children and families. Only one-third of 

children whose parents rated their emotional difficulties as definite or severe had a mental health visit 

in the preceding year, according to the California Health Interview Study.  

Statewide MHSA Prevention and Early Intervention programs, including those designed to prevent 

stigma and discrimination, as well as to reduce the rate of suicide, have had positive impacts3. The Early 

Mental Health Intervention and Prevention Services Support Program (EMHI Support Program) plays a 

unique role because it supports Local Education Agencies (LEAs) in developing and operating their 

student services as appropriate to meet students’ needs.  
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Unfortunately, with the dissolution of the Department of Mental Health, this program was ended in 

2012. But, while in operation previously it provided prevention and early intervention services to 

students, typically lasting 12-15 weeks. 

Through this legislation, the EMHI Support Program will be given a structure consistent with currently 

functioning state agencies that oversee student services and mental health. And, it will continue to build 

on the strengths of the previous program to serve the state’s youngest students with evidence-based 

programs delivered at school sites. In particularly, this program provides assistance for school districts to 

provide at least two of the three levels of mental health support necessary in each LEA: mental health 

awareness through curriculum support and parent and teacher education, and one on one and group 

services for students with needs that can be appropriately met in these settings. In combination with 

other services offered at school site, EMHI can make an important contribution to the mental health and 

wellbeing of California’s youngest students.  

Once again, NAMI California is proud to support AB 1644 and thanks you for your leadership on this and 

other issues that affect young people living with mental illness and impacted by trauma.  

If you have any questions, please contact Kiran Savage-Sangwan at Kiran@namica.org or 916-567-0163. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS 

Executive Director 

NAMI California 
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