
 
 

 May 25, 2016 

The Honorable Lorena Gonzalez 

Chair, Assembly Appropriations Committee 

State Capitol, Room 2114 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: AB 2394 (Garcia)—Medi-Cal: nonmedical transportation: Support  

 

Dear Chairwoman Gonzalez:  

 

NAMI California is pleased to support AB 2394, which would add to the schedule of Medi-Cal benefits 

nonmedical transportation for a beneficiary, subject to utilization controls and federally permissible time 

and distance standards, for a beneficiary to obtain covered Medi-Cal services.  

 

NAMI California is the state’s organization of the country’s largest mental health advocacy organization, 

the National Alliance on Mental Illness. Our 19,000 members and 62 affiliates include people living with 

serious mental illnesses, their families and supporters. NAMI California advocates on their behalf, 

providing education and support to its members and the broader community.  

 

Mental health care, from prevention programs to inpatient hospitalization, needs to be accessible in every 

community. Despite tremendous progress in building our state’s mental health infrastructure, many 

individuals living with a mental illness still face barriers in accessing appropriate treatment and services. 

Chief among these barriers is transportation to and from mental health care appointments and facilities, 

particularly in areas where the distance may be great and public transportation options limited.  

 

Many individuals with serious mental illness receive SSI/SSP, which is currently $889.40 per month for 

an individual. On this income, providing housing, food and transportation is near impossible in most areas 

of the state. Consequently, many people in need of mental health care are left with no means by which to 

travel to the facilities that provide care.  

 

NAMI California has encouraged the State to co-locate clinical services in supportive housing in order to 

remove this barrier and ensure that individuals who are currently on limited incomes and/or homeless are 

able to access mental health care. Additionally, providing Medi-Cal coverage for nonmedical 

transportation would increase access to care.  

 

This issue is particularly salient for populations that may be traditionally underserved by our health care 

system, including communities of color, rural communities, and recent immigrants. Mental health care is 

less accessible to these communities, where the facilities are hard to reach, and the traditional models of 

mental health care delivery are not always relevant. At NAMI California we work to adapt our programs 

to be culturally appropriate and accessible. However, we continue to see the struggles that exist with 

transportation to programs and services.  

 

Other states, including Iowa and New York, include nonmedical transportation as a Medicaid benefit. 

This recognizes the essential nature of transportation to accessing health care, including mental health 

care. We support California doing the same and urge passage of AB 2394.  

 



 
If you have questions, please contact Kiran Savage-Sangwan, NAMI California Director of Legislation 

and Advocacy, at (916) 567-0163 or kiran@namica.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS 

Executive Director 

NAMI California 

mailto:kiran@namica.org

