
 
June 6, 2016 

The Honorable Jim Beall 

Chair, Senate Transportation and Housing Committee 

State Capitol, Room 2209 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Re: AB 2442 (Holden): Density Bonuses: SUPPORT 

Dear Chairman Beall: 

The National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) California is pleased to support AB 2442, by Assemblymember 

Holden. This bill requires local agencies to grant a density bonus, when an applicant for a housing development 

agrees to construct housing for transitional foster youth, disabled veterans, or homeless persons. Specifically, 

developers must construct at least 10% of the total units for the specified populations, and units are required to 

be subject to a recorded affordability restriction of 55 years and to be provided at the same affordability level as 

very low-income units. 

NAMI California represents individuals and family members impacted by serious mental illness through our 62 

affiliates across California. We provide education, support, and an advocacy platform to reduce stigma and 

discrimination, and to improve the mental health care delivery system.  

According to the US Department of Housing and Urban Development, approximately 40% of the homeless 

population has a serious mental illness or substance use disorder, including youth, families and veterans.  These 

individuals often receive little to no mental health care, and what they do receive is inconsistently delivered in 

emergency rooms, jails and other facilities that rarely afford the individual the opportunity for long term support 

and recovery. Housing is a critical component of consistent mental health care.  

Although the target population for the density bonus specified in this bill would likely be captured by the 

existing density bonus for very low-income households, there is a specific need for housing units that are 

available to transition foster youth, disabled veterans, and homeless persons. Therefore, NAMI California 

believes that this bill is necessary and supports its passage. 

If you have any questions regarding our position, please contact Kiran@namica.org or 916-567-0163. Thank you. 

Sincerely,  

 

Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS 

Executive Director 

NAMI California 
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