
 
June 16, 2016 

The Honorable Patrick O’Donnell 

Chair, Assembly Education Committee 

1020 N St., Room 159 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Re: SB 884 (Beall): Special education: procedural safeguards and records: mental health services - 

SUPPORT 

Dear Chairman O’Donnell: 

The National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) California is pleased to support SB 884 (Beall), which 

would require local educational agencies (LEAs) to provide specified informational materials and 

notifications to parents regarding special education services. The bill would additionally require LEAs 

and special education local plan areas (SELPAs) to collect and report information related to mental 

health services, and the California Department of Education to monitor this information.  

NAMI California is California’s grassroots mental health voice, comprised of 62 affiliates and tens of 

thousands of individual members. Our members are individuals and family members impacted by 

serious mental illness, and dedicated to providing education, support and advocacy throughout the 

state.  

Almost half of all cases of mental illness begin by age 141, but only 20% of children with a diagnosable 

mental illness are identified and receive treatment and services each year.2 The gap between the need 

and the services delivered varies dramatically by race, with Asian and Latino children the least likely to 

have had a mental health visit. 

Therefore, the opportunity to change the course of an illness by providing services to children, early and 

often, is clear.  

In 2011, AB 114 shifted the responsibility for providing mental health services to students with 

disabilities from county mental health agencies to school districts. However, the consequences of this 

policy are unknown at this time.  

SB 884 would provide both essential data to track outcomes for vulnerable student populations, and 

information that parents need to be informed participants in their children’s education.  

For these reasons, NAMI California supports SB 884 and urges your support.  

                                                           
1
 Kessler RC, Berglund P, Demler O, Jin R, Merikangas KR, Walters EE. Lifetime Prevalence and Age-of-Onset Distributions of 

DSM-IV Disorders in the National Comorbidity Survey Replication. Arch Gen Psychiatry 62(6) (2005): 593-602.   
2
 U.S. Public Health Service, Report of the Surgeon General’s Conference on Children’s Mental Health:  A National Action 

Agenda.  Washington, DC:  Department of Health and Human Services, 2000. 



 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact NAMI California Director of Legislation and 

Advocacy, Kiran Savage-Sangwan, at Kiran@namica.org or 916.567.0163.  

Sincerely, 

 

Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS 

Executive Director 

 

CC: The Honorable Jim Beall, State Senator  
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