
 
 

March 28
th

, 2017 

 

The Honorable Lorena S. Gonzalez Fletcher 

Chair, Assembly Appropriations Committee 

State Capitol, Room 2114 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Re: AB 266 (Thurmond): Prison Housing Assignments-SUPPORT 

Dear Assembly member Gonzalez Fletcher, 

On behalf of NAMI California I am writing in support of AB 266 (Thurmond), which requires 

the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) to consider whether an 

entering inmate is currently or was previously eligible for public mental health services or has 

received Social Security Insurance for a serious mental illness when making a housing 

assignment.  

NAMI California is the state affiliate of the country’s largest mental health advocacy 

organization, the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI). Our 19,000 members and 62 

affiliates include many people living with serious mental illnesses, their families and supporters. 

NAMI California advocates on their behalf, providing education and support to its members and 

the broader community.  

According to the Stanford Law School report from 2015, “When did prisons become acceptable 

mental healthcare facilities?” the numbers are staggering: over the past 15 years, the number of 

people living with mental illness in California prisons has almost doubled. Today, 45 percent of 

state prison inmates have been treated for severe mental illness within the past year. It is 

estimated that 45 percent of the prison population currently has a mental illness. 

When sentenced to the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR), 

inmates are sent to a reception center, where a number of assessments are conducted to 

determine the appropriate housing level. This involves evaluating what medical and mental 

health treatment he or she might need. Unfortunately these assessments can take several weeks 

or months, despite having to be done for each person entering CDCR. Delays in assessment and 

treatment upon entering prison can cause people with mental illness to decompensate, making 

treatment more difficult and more costly.  

AB 266 will streamline part of the reception center process by requiring CDCR to use a 

determination by a public entity to adequately inquire about an individual’s mental health status. 

This will ultimately help inmates properly receive treatment for serious mental illness, save 

money, and most importantly help to ensure continuity of care despite being incarcerated.  

Thank you for your leadership on this issue.  

Sincerely, 



 

 

Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS  
Executive Director  
NAMI California 
 

CC:  Isabella Gonzalez Potter, Office of Assembly member Thurmond 

  Assembly Member Lorena S. Gonzalez Fletcher, Chair of the Appropriations Committee 

 Assembly Member Frank Bigelow, Vice Chair of the Appropriations Committee 

 Members, Assembly Appropriations Committee  

 

  


