
 
3/17/2017 

 

The Honorable Jim Beall 

California State Senate 

State Capitol, Room 5066 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

 

RE: Support for Senate Bill 143— Equal Application of Criminal Justice Reform 

 

Dear Senator Beall: 

 

NAMI California is California’s affiliate of the country’s largest mental health advocacy organization, 

the National Alliance on Mental Illness. Our 19,000 members and 62 affiliates include many people 

living with serious mental illnesses, their families and supporters. NAMI California advocates on their 

behalf, providing education and support to its members and the broader community. 

 

On behalf of NAMI California we are writing to express our support for your bill, Senate Bill 143, which 

clarifies that criminal justice reforms under Proposition 36 (2012) and Proposition 47 (2014) apply to 

people confined at a state mental hospital. 

 

Since 2011, California’s prison system has undergone significant reforms and changes largely in 

response to federal lawsuits revealing inadequate medical and mental health care in the prison system.  

 

Ironically, people with mental health disorders have been the least likely to benefit from the reforms—

even though the lawsuits were instigated on their behalf and the Supreme Court affirmed their complaints 

in 2011. The number of people in California state prisons with a mental health disorder has increased in 

the last five years, both in number and proportion, and is expected to continue to increase in coming 

years.  

 

Incarcerating people with mental health disorders costs more than twice as much as providing community 

based residential treatment, yet community treatment yields better results with reductions in arrests and 

length of incarceration. 

 

SB 143 clarifies that criminal justice reforms under Proposition 36 (2012) and Proposition 47 (2014) 

apply to people confined at a state mental hospital if the individual is no longer a danger to public safety. 

The exclusion of these patients in state hospitals was not intended by the authors of these propositions.  

 

SB 143 simply allows fair and equal access to the law. 

 

Thank you for introducing this legislation.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS  

Executive Director  

NAMI California 
 


