
 
March, 17, 2017 

 

The Honorable Jim Beall 

California State Senate 

State Capitol, Room 5066 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

 

RE: Support for Senate Bill 8—Mental Health Diversion  

 

Dear Senator Beall: 

 

NAMI California is California’s affiliate of the country’s largest mental health advocacy organization, 

the National Alliance on Mental Illness. Our 19,000 members and 62 affiliates include many people 

living with serious mental illnesses, their families and supporters. NAMI California advocates on their 

behalf, providing education and support to its members and the broader community.  

 

On behalf of NAMI California we are writing to express our support for your bill, Senate Bill 8, which 

provides trial courts the opportunity to order mental health treatment for a person who commits a minor 

offense, avoiding the unnecessary costs of trial and incarceration. 

 

Roughly one-third of inmates in California’s jails suffer from serious mental illness. Under current law, 

trial courts have little ability to rehabilitate mentally ill Californians charged with even minor criminal 

offenses without first convicting them, thereby reducing prospects for future employment and housing.   

 

The predictable results of this outdated method are higher costs for taxpayers, who pay for continuous 

warehousing of the mentally ill. Early, court-assisted interventions are far more likely to lead to cheaper, 

more stable solutions for the community and for the person suffering from mental illness. SB 8 will save 

California money by avoiding trial and incarceration costs when treatment is more appropriate.   

 

Under SB 8, before diversion can even be considered by the court, the defense must present reliable 

evidence regarding the underlying mental health condition, its connection to the charged offense, and the 

likelihood that the defendant will benefit from treatment in an appropriate program. Californians who 

complete diversionary sentences will be less likely to re-offend, and more likely to access housing, find 

employment, and contribute to their communities. 

 

We believe this bill furthers the Governor and Legislatures goals of reducing jail and prison populations, 

while simultaneously improving outcomes for this vulnerable population. Given the stigma around 

mental illness and lack of community treatment options, many individuals first recognition of their 

mental illness and opportunity for treatment is during their interaction with the criminal justice system. 

This bill would ensure that the we prioritize treating the underlying problem, and not the symptoms, and 

encourage individuals to seek and receive the recovery they need.  

 

Thank you for introducing this legislation and we look forward to our continued partnership.   

 

Sincerely,  

 



 

 
Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS  

Executive Director  

NAMI California 
 

 
 
 

 


