
 
August 31, 2017 
 
The Honorable Jerry Brown 
Governor, State of California 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: Senate Bill 565 (Portantino) Mental health: involuntary commitment – SIGNATURE REQUEST 

Dear Governor Brown:  
 
NAMI California is California’s affiliate of the country’s largest mental health advocacy organization, the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness. Our 19,000 members and 62 affiliates include many people living 
with serious mental illnesses, their families and supporters. NAMI California advocates on their behalf, 
providing education and support to its members and the broader community.  
 
On behalf of NAMI California we are writing to request your signature on Senate Bill 565, which would 
require the mental health facility to make reasonable attempts to notify family members or any other 
person designated by the patient at least 36 hours prior to the certification review hearing. In addition, 
the patient shall be advised by the facility that is treating the patient that he or she has the right to 
request that this information not be provided. Currently in law, there is no time frame established on 
how many hours before a patient’s certification review hearing, that a family member or designated 
person must be notified. NAMI California strongly believes that health facilities should make reasonable 
attempts to inform and provide exact date and time of certification review hearings granted patient 
permission.   
 
Existing law provides for up to 14 days of intensive treatment for a mental disorder or impairment by 
chronic alcoholism for a person who has been involuntarily committed and received an evaluation that 
meets certain specified criteria. Under existing law, before a person may be certified for a 14-day 
intensive treatment program, he or she is entitled to a certification review hearing conducted by a 
court-appointed commissioner or referee, or a certification review hearing officer. Existing law requires 
the mental health facility to make reasonable attempts to notify family members or any other person 
designated by the patient of the time and place of the certification hearing, unless the patient requests 
that this information not be provided.  
 
Research overwhelmingly shows that when families take an active part in treatment decisions, 
consumer outcomes are better.  For these reasons, NAMI California support SB 565 and requests an 
“aye” vote.   
 
For these reasons, NAMI-CA respectfully requests that you sign SB 565. 
Sincerely,  

 
Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS  
Executive Director  
NAMI California 


