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Founded in 1996, CIPC is a non-partisan, non-profit statewide 

organization that seeks to inform public debate and policy decisions 

on issues affecting the state’s immigrants and their families in order 

to improve the quality of life for all Californians. CIPC engages in 

policy advocacy, and provides technical assistance, training and 

education on immigrant issues. 

Who we are--



Presentation Objectives 

 Understanding Pol-ICE entanglement, detention, and 
deportation

 Shared analysis of immigration detention and 
deportation systems

 Immigration enforcement policies impact on health of 
immigrant communities

 What immigrant rights advocates in CA are doing to 
fight against detention and deportation of immigrants



Immigration Enforcement Policies
in a Nation of Immigrants

 We can not think of detentions and deportations as isolated incidents 
 They are a systemic tactics that seperate families and break communities in the name of rule-

of-law



Immigration Enforcement in the last 10 years–
Are people disposable?

 2008: Secure Communities (S-COMM)

 2013: TRUST Act (AB 4 – Ammiano) 

 2014: Priority Enforcement Program (PEP) 

 2016: TRUTH Act (AB 2792 - Bonta) 

 More than 2.8 million deportations occurred under the 

Obama administration and deportations continue to take 

place under this administration



2017-- Current Context

 California Responds: 
o 2017: SB 54 (de Leon)

o SB 244 (Lara)

 Executive Order on Muslim Ban 
o Reduces refugee admission 

o Indefinite ban on Syrian refugees 

 Executive Orders on Immigration Enforcement Policies 
o Border Wall

o Pursuit of Undocumented Immigrants

 Leaked Executive Order on Public Charge
o What is Public Charge?

o What does the leaked EO include? 



Wheel of Wellness 

Source: Hattie, J.A.; Myers, J.E.; Sweeney, T.J. (2004). "A factor structure of wellness: Theory, assessment, analysis and practice". Journal of Counseling 
and Development 82: 354–364.



Immigration Enforcement Policies Makes Immigrant 
Communities Less Healthy 

People are afraid to drive,

afraid to use public services 
like clinics,

afraid to use parks and 
exercise outdoors,

and afraid to get involved 
in their communities.



Accessing Care-- Challenges & Barriers Faced By 
Immigrant Communities

 Fear of deportation/detention

 Sharing of info with state agencies

 Fleeing from violence/persecution

 Lack of culturally competent providers

 Navigating health care system in the US

 Anxiety, stress, depression, uncertainty 

 Lack of in-language services

 Geographic isolation

 Trauma from having experienced 
detention/deportation

 Secondary trauma from seeing/knowing 
someone in family/community that 
experienced detention/deportation

“People who don’t have a history of anxiety and depression are coming forward with symptoms they’ve never had 

before. And people who had those symptoms already are getting much worse.”

- Mimi Lind from Venice Family Clinic in Los Angeles



Chronic stress has serious, long term consequences

 Mental health problems

 Cardiovascular disease

 Obesity and other eating disorders

 Menstrual problems

 Sexual dysfunction

 Skin and hair problems

 Gastrointestinal problems



Intergenerational Trauma 

 Historical trauma

 Studies on survivors of traumatic events have 
suggested that exposure to stress may indeed 
have lasting effects on subsequent 
generations.

 Ability to cope/ learned coping mechanisms 



Questions ? 

Still to come: stories and CA Responding. 



Story: Hector 
 Hector Barajas was born in Mexico and was brought to the U.S. when he 

was 7 years old. 

 In 1995 he enlisted in the Army 

 Like many soldiers, he struggled with drugs, alcohol, and his mental 

health. 

 In 2004 he was deported to Mexico after serving his sentence for 

shooting a gun in his vehicle. 

 Untreated PTSD is often the cause of veterans facing law enforcement 

issues. This was the case for Hector.

 However, for veteran like Hector, the end result is often deportation 

instead of treatment despite his military service.  



Adelanto Detention Center

 Osmar: On March 22nd, Osmar Epifanio

Gonzalez-Gadba, was was found 

hanging in his cell by Adelanto 

personnel.

 Vicente: On May 31, 2017, Vicente 

Caceres Madariaga lost his life at the 

Adelanto Detention Center from acute 

coronary syndrome. He was the third 

person to die at the Adelanto Detention 

Center in 2017. 



Case Study: Flint Water Crisis

 Late January 2016, shortly after Obama administration announced raids targeting 
Central American refugees

 Lack of information due to language barriers
 Lack of ID cards
 Fear of deportation
 Lack of health insurance



How is CA responding?



The Cost of Detention 

 Private detention centers profit out 

of immigrant detention 

 Cost of detatining immigrants cost 

taxpayers $2 billion 

 Private detention centers receive 

$125 per detainee per day = 1.5B 

per year! Source: California Immigrant Youth Justice Alliance



SB 244: The Privacy 
Protection Act

Author: Senator Ricardo Lara
Prohibits state & local agencies from disclosing 
records containing personal information

Ensures information in non-criminal government 
databases is not shared with federal agencies

Current Status

Passed out of Senate

Passed Assembly Committee on 

Privacy & Consumer Protections

Next hearing: Appropriations



SB 54: The California 
Values Act

Author: Senator Kevin de Leon

Disentangles local law enforcement from 
federal immigration enforcement activities

Has California schools, health facilities,
libraries, courthouses establish policies 
that limit assistance with immigration 
enforcement to the fullest extent possibleCurrent Status

Passed out of Senate

Passed out of Assembly 

Judiciary Committee

Next hearing: Appropriations



Sensitive Locations
 Schools, community centers, libraries, churches are gathering places 

and resource hubs for those that may not have access or are fearful to 
receive those resources elsewhere.

 ICE Memo (2011) – Enforcement Actions at or Focused on Sensitive 
Locations

o Memo considers schools, churches, hospitals, a site of a funeral, wedding, 
or other religious services, and a site of public demonstrations to sensitive 
spaces for conducting enforcement 

o This policy is still in place.

 Limitations to sensitive locations

 Efforts to declare safe spaces for immigrant communities and ensure 
privacy of personal information.
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