
 
September 18, 2017 
 
The Honorable Jerry Brown 
Governor, State of California 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re: AB 727 (Nazarian): Mental Health Services Act: Housing Assistance -– SIGNATURE 
REQUEST 

Dear Governor Brown:  

On behalf of NAMI California I am writing in support of AB 727 (Nazarian), which would expand the 
number of programs and services funded by the Mental Health Services Act (MHSA) that provide 
housing and rental assistance for mental health clients.  

In 2004 Californians voted to pass Proposition 63, the Mental Health Services Act (MHSA). Californians 
recognized the need to increase funding for community based mental health services in order to reduce 
homelessness, incarceration and preventable hospitalization. The Act places a one percent tax on personal 
incomes of more than $1 million and funds community mental health programs and services throughout 
the state.  In 2017, the Act is expected to generate $1.9 billion. MHSA funds a continuum of care to 
provide various services based on each client’s mental health needs. Five core components exist within 
the MHSA Act, of which only two currently offer housing assistance.  

Unfortunately, the MHSA Community Services and Supports (CSS) program regulations currently 
restrict counties use of local MHSA Funds for rental subsidies to only those clients who have participated 
in Full Service Partnership (FSP) and Planning, Outreach and Engagement services. This regulation 
creates a barrier to transitions out of FSP’s to lower levels of service, which is the goal of FSPs. This 
ultimately doesn’t allow other clients to receive housing subsidies because of possibly not participating in 
an FSP program. Studies show that housing is a vital component for a client’s recovery and stabilization. 
Without housing it creates a gap in the continuum of care and creates additional challenges.  

AB 727 expands the availability of housing assistance for individuals with serious mental illness at all 
levels of direct services through an amendment to MHSA statues. This bill also authorizes counties to 
more broadly use CSS funds for housing. AB 727 will allow clients to continue treatment as they 
transition through the continuum of care. As intended under MHSA, by providing housing and rental 
assistance needed for stabilization.  

For these reasons, NAMI-CA support AB 727 and respectfully requests that you sign the bill.  

Sincerely, 

 

Jessica Cruz, MPA/HS  
Executive Director  
NAMI California 
 


